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CHAPTER IX.

ON THE MEANS AVAILABLE TO AID THESE NATIONS
TO THEIR ETERNAI, SALVATION.

OU have heard up to the present about the nature
Y of the lands of new France, and the more im-
portant habits, arts, and customs of the inhab-
itants. Now, after considering the whole subject
thoroughly, the result of all these opinions, senti-
ments, experiments, arguments, and conjectures of the
wise can hardly be otherwise than [gg] this; namely,
that there is no probability of ever being able to con-
vert or really help these Nations to salvation, if there
is not established there a Christian and Catholic
colony, having a sufficiency of means to maintain it,
and upon which all the countries depend, even as to
provisions and temporal needs. Such is the result
and conclusion of our investigations.

Now how can these colonists and emigrants be
sheltered, provided for, and kept together there?
This is not the place to go into details about it or
even to enumerate the chief points. I shall only sug-
gest that it is great folly for small companies to go
there, who picture to themselves Baronies, and I
know not what great fiefs and demesnes for three or
four thousand écus, for example, which they will have
to sink in that country. It would be still worse if
[100] this foolish idea would occur to people who fiee
from the ruin of their families in France: for to such
covetous people it invariably happens, not that, be-



